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THE RECORD OF THE MEETING ON  7th May 2009


Chairman John. Miller - Secretary John Lamarra - Treasurer John Morgan
1. Apologies:

John Morgan; Marie McCann; George Laurie
2. Chairman

2.1. Learning to Drive – Report
The chairman referred to the Government’s response to the consultation and introduced the report to the meeting. He reported that Driving Instructors Scottish Council had expressed disappointment in the outcome and that a valuable opportunity had been missed. The Council had said that the proposals would do little to reduce the accident rate among new drivers.

He referred to the proposal to introduce a situational judgement exercise into the practical test and said that this would now be included in the theory test.

An independent driving section will be introduced into the practical test from October 2010. When this happens only one manoeuvre will be tested.
Referring to the proposal to sign off the workbook by an ADI he said the Driving Standards Agency had decided not to restrict this to ADIs.
The chairman told members that supervisors will be required to sit in on the driving test from October 2010.

Further details are to be made available in the Newsletter.

Members were advised of a pre-driver qualification which would allow the candidates to sit a reduced theory test. It was thought that the reduced theory test could not be justified.
3. Minutes

3.1. Adoption

The minutes were adopted without amendment.
3.2. Lanark test centre

Members were told that planning permission was awaited for the new centre at Lanark Market. It was understood that bay parking would be introduced once the move takes place. Members wondered whether the rules which said that bay parking would only be carried out where the Driving Standards Agency owned the land.
3.3. Out of Hours
A change in policy means that Driving Standards Agency will only operate out-of-hours testing at centres where there is a high demand during normal hours.
3.4. Conference tickets

Conference tickets were available and the members agreed to a £5 per ticket subsidy from membership funds making the ticket price £21
3.5. Meeting Venue

The Volunteer centre might be available for consideration as a meeting venue. The larger room is £12.50 an hour. A smaller hall is available at £3.50 an hour.

4. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer reported a healthy balance in the bank.

5. Web master

5.1. Name

The web master reported that the new web name is now registered and the link is up and running.

6. Cardonald College
The next course will be on 26th and 27th May. First day is a full day on first aid. There are sixteen places and all are taken for this day. How people learn and driving legislation will also be covered. Other topics will include reading body language.

Seven hours credits are awarded for a full day’s attendance.

There has been good demand for the pilot courses and these are taking on a more permanent feature.

7. Check Test Letters
Driving Standards Agency agreed to back up postal invitations to a check test where there has not been a response.

There was still concern about the Driving Standards Agency’s plan to stipulate the centre at which the check test will take place.

8. Continuous Professional Development

The topic was Driving Legislation. Members gained 1.5 hours of credit for their Continuous Professional Development folio.
9. Pass Plus Grants

Enquiries are to be made with North Lanarkshire Council to see if they support Pass Plus with grants.
10. External Meetings

Members wanted to see a return to Young Driver events, school involvements and visits from supervisors as was done before.

11. Publicity

The Secretary elect had prepared a specimen advert which was distributed to members.

12. Next Meeting
6th August then Conference 4th October
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